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PREFACE. 



The following pages are an attempt to place an 
important subject in a light in which it is, perhaps, not 
generally viewed. A few thoughts have been suggested 
regarding God's scheme for testing and training man's will. 
Next follows an account of Satan's sin and fall, and an 
attempt to show that the Devil's main object has been, 
and still is, to win man to the commission of the same 
sin. An antidote to this particular form of sin is sug- 
gested, and the last chapter is devoted tQ a few thoughts 
upon the Resurrection. 

In treating of these subjects, repetitions of the same 
ideas are likely to occur ; the writer trusts that they will 
not mar the effect of the book, but rather impress the 
subject upon the reader. 

In conclusion, it may be necessary to say that the 
argument proceeds upon the assumption that there is a 
Triune God, and that the Bible is His Word. The Revised 
Version has been used in all references to the New 
Testament. 
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CHAPTER I. 

God. The Holy and Evil Angels. 

OD is Self-existent, and exists from eternity to 
eternity. He is infinite. Responsible beings are 
finite. The distance between an infinite being 
and a finite one is immeasurable. A finite being has not the 
capability of comprehending the vast difference between 
himself and the infinite, because his powers are limited. 
Forgetting this difference, the finite creature man some- 
times entertains unholy thoughts regarding the attribute 
of foreknowledge on that account, wishing to make God 
responsible for His creature's action. Yet this lofty 
attribute of the Deity does not interfere with man's free 
will; for without foreknowledge order could not exist in His 
kingdom. Responsible beings would not be complete 
without a free will ; in fact, they would have no power of 
independent action. They must be separate from Himself, 
possessing an individual, responsible spirit ; for they were 
created by God to associate with Himself, and to partake 
with Him of a glorious existence. 
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For this perfect bliss, responsible beings were created 
— the holy angels and man. Man has first to go through 
a state of probation ; the angels are already in heaven. 
Who can comprehend their glorious condition : a life 
of happiness, sympathetic, and loving intercourse! the 
Three Persons of the Trinity revealing more and more 
of their wisdom and love ; whilst with adoring gratitude 
the angelic host increasingly apprehend the perfection 
and glory of the Trinity. Angels have a two-fold 
happiness, an inward and an outward heaven: all around 
is holy and peaceful with everlasting beauty. 

To this immortal life believers are heirs through 
Christ, and shall be after the resurrection " as angels 
in heaven." — Mark xii., 25. "Neither can they die any 
more : for they are equal unto the angels ; and are sons 
of God, being sons of the resurrection." — Luke xx., 86. 
What a glorious existence is in store for them, undimmed 
by any fear of an approaching end ! 

The angels are said to " excel in strength" (in Hebrew, 
" mighty in strength"). " The chariots of God are twenty 
thousand, even thousands of angels." — Psalm lxviii., 17. 
" Thinkest thou that I cannot beseech My Father, and He 
shall even now send Me more than twelve legions of 
angels ? " — Matthew xxvi., 53. Human beings do not see 
them except when permitted by God, who, when He sees 
fit, gives the ability to perceive what is ordinarily hidden. 

We have abundant evidence that the angels carry out 
God's behests to man, bringing good tidings, warding off 
danger, and ministering in various ways. — Galatians in., 
19; Hebrews i., 14; ii., 2. "The Angel of the Lord 
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encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth 
them." — Psalm xxxiv., 7. " For He shall give His angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They 
shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone." — Psalm xci., 11, 12. " See that ye 
despise not one of these little ones ; for I say unto you, 
that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of 
My Father which is in heaven" (Matthew xviii., 10), a 
declaration of the Saviour, proving the love and care of 
God over the "little ones," and that His angelic ministers 
unceasingly watch their Creator's commands to serve them. 

But some of the angels fell from their first estate. 
" And there was war in heaven," writes St. John in the 
Book of Eevelation xii., 7-9, " Michael and his angels going 
forth to war with the dragon ; and the dragon warred and 
his angels ; and they prevailed not, neither was their 
place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon 
was cast down, the old serpent, he that is called the Devil, 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world ; he was cast 
down to the earth, and his angels were cast down with 
him." How forcibly the accumulated titles, " the dragon," 
" old serpent," " the Devil and Satan," seem to direct 
attention to the character and influence of the Evil One. 

The fall of Satan was through pride. St. Paul refers 
to this. After writing of the danger of a " novice," or one 
unlearned in the faith, being raised to a high dignity, he 
adds, ; * Lest being puffed up he fall into the condemnation 
of the devil." — i. Timothy, iii., 6. The expression " puffed 
up" denoting a heart inflated with pride ; therefore Satan 
was condemned for pride, and it must have been envious 
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pride, for he was changed into an adversary and rebelled 
against God. 

The character of the Evil One is described by Christ 
when, to His enemies who hated Him through envy and 
revenge, He said, " Ye are of your father the devil, and 
the lusts of your father it is your will to do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and stood not in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him." — John viii., 44. The 
devil being termed the father of such wickedness proves 
that he originated the above sins. He was probably 
endowed with great talents, but he perverted them. They 
were given him upon trust, but he turned his own will 
against the Giver, and now employs those gifts to carry 
on his wicked designs and revenge ; and he is committing 
evil with an avidity and activity more marvellous, more 
mischievous, and more extensive than we can possibly 
realise. It is fearful to think that he can tempt every 
human being. Who can fathom the strength and fury of 
that continued inward passion in a spirit whose nature is 
glowing with the undying flame of unsatisfied revenge ? 
The devil appears as the head of the demons, and as such 
probably possesses a greater amount of mental powers than 
his subordinates. 

In the Epistle to the Ephesians, Satan and his evil 
angels are spoken of as " the principalities," " the powers." 
St. Paul urges the disciples to "Be made powerful 
(Marg. ver.J in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. 
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is 
not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, 
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against the powers, against the world-rulers of this dark- 
ness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places," — Ephesians vi., 11, 12, — meaning the 
lower heaven or firmament. The Apostle emphatically 
adds, " Wherefore, take up the whole armour of God, that 
ye may he able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. . . . Withal taking up the shield 
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench the fiery 
darts of the evil one." St. Jude, in his Epistle, mentions 
the doom of the fallen angels " which had not kept their 
own principality, but left their proper habitation," and 
which God has " kept in everlasting bonds under darkness 
unto the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the cities about them .... are set 
forth as an example, suffering the punishment of eternal 
fire." — (7th verse), Matthew xxv., 41. Their sins are not 
forgiven, and are eternal. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Man. 

HE first responsible beings whom God created 
on earth, and who fell by Satan's temptation, 
were Adam and Eve. In wisdom God created 
a material world for them to dwell in. We find that angels 
rejoiced at the foundation of this world. " The morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy." — Job xxxviii., 7. Let us consider the newly- 
created world prepared to receive our first parents. Can 
we at all picture to ourselves the loveliness of the garden- 
home of the two first responsible beings, whose spirits were 
embodied in material forms and placed on this earth, that 
their wills might be tested here, instead of imperilling the 
peace of heaven ? 

All that surrounded them ministered to their delight : 
beauteous trees, producing splendid fruits and gorgeous 
flowers, possibly more lovely even than those that the 
tropics furnish now. There was no limit to their beauty, 
and no words can describe them, though the imagination 
may picture them. Birds, too, were there, with gay 
plumage and sweet song, warbling in the thickets and 
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by the water-courses; and these, together with ail 
varieties of animals, were placed under the dominion 
of the higher intellect of man, the responsible being. 
All made by the same Creator — trees, dowers, and 
all vegetation had life given them from the same Almighty 
Source, each according to its system, and sufficient for its 
purpose. Everything was complete for man's pleasure and 
happiness, and Adam and Eve were to reign over all 
around them, subject only to their Creator. 

How beauteous must our world have been in those 
days of youth and purity! And that wondrous loveli- 
ness is left even now all can testify who have gazed 
on lofty mountains, on rocks and valleys, crystal 
lakes and rivers rushing over precipices or flowing grace- 
fully through picturesque glens, studded by ferns, mosses, 
and stately trees. Even without wandering far from 
home, have not many of us looked with wondering 
admiration at sunset scenes that have filled our hearts 
with praises, and helped us to imagine something of the 
primeval beauty of Eden ? One such vision recurs to my 
mind as especially striking, lasting fully two hours, and 
appearing within the space of two encircling hills. At each 
end two headlands stepped firmly and boldly into the open 
sea ; opposite the eastern headland was a long line of rock, 
enveloped in rosy grey, for the sun was descending behind 
the western headland ; a golden line edged its rocky rim ; 
the sky above the two islands opposite glittered in 
splendour, amid fleecy clouds tipped with gold ; and the 
sea looked like a brilliant crimson lake, with the glowing 
colours of the sky reflected on its surface, and each 
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moment producing new beauties, filling the heart with 
love and delight. Yet this was, so to speak, but one small 
particle of all that this world contains of beauteous scenes. 
We read that " God created man in His own image " — 
Genesis i. , 27 — and formed him " of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul." — Genesis ii., 7. From the above 
we are to understand the spirit, which is the inner life of 
man, to be a part of God's Spirit; and that joined to 
this undying element is a lower life, the material one. 

Some imagine that man existed long before Adam's 
creation ; but even if it could be proved that human forms 
existed before that time, no one can prove that spiritual 
and responsible beings lived in those forms. They might 
be mere animals with similar forms, of whose history there 
is no record in the Bible, because the Bible treats only 
of responsible man — of man consisting of body, soul, and 
spirit. 

Adam was no doubt gifted with noble intellectual en- 
dowments. His knowledge must have been great, and his 
language appropriate, for did he not name all the animal 
creation over which he was a sovereign ? Whether his 
faculty of expressing the knowledge he possessed was an 
innate spiritual gift, or whether he gained it through inter- 
course with angelic visitants, or whether it was subsequently 
poured upon him as a gift from God, we do not know. 
We read in the New Testament that God gave diversities 
of gifts : to some, " prophecy ; " to some, " discernings of 
spirits," that is, the talent of reading character ; and to 
others, " divers kinds of tongues." He could equally have 
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bestowed spiritual gifts at the creation as well as at later 
periods. 

Philosophers and theologians have frequently sought 
to define the parts of the soul, but it will be sufficient 
here to mention some powers or faculties which we 
all know we possess, without attempting anything like 
a scientific definition of them ; for instance, the Conscience, 
the Understanding, the Will, and a power which may be 
called Love-sympathy. To Conscience belongs the faculty 
of awakening in the soul a feeling of adoration and 
reverence for the holy nature of God, for Conscience is the 
great witness in the soul of His holiness and love. God 
has given the soul a guide to the path of purity and 
uprightness ; it is not the fault of the guide if the way it 
points out be not chosen. 

Let us consider the immense power belonging to the 
will, either for life or death — I mean spiritual death — 
what influence it possesses over the other power, namely, 
love-sympathy, and when the two are united how great 
becomes their power over the region of the understanding. 
The will is free to choose between right and wrong, because 
to each individual has been entrusted a free will. God does 
not coerce the will, but He draws it by persuasion and 
influence. When the will is rebellious against His, He 
punishes the sinner. This proves that the will of man is 
free, for otherwise God in the actions of the rebellious 
would be opposing Himself. 

Man was placed on earth in order that his will might 
be tested. He fell through the temptation of Satan. The 
second Adam has set us an example of perfect submission 



e 



<> 



o 



o 



10 



satan's guile, satan's wiles. 



to His Father's will. He declared, " I am come down 
from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him 
that sent Me." Both by precept and example He also 
inculcated entire submission to the Divine will. " Not 
My will, but Thine be done," was His prayer in His 
agony in the garden. The human will can be safely guided 
by God alone. Through His wisdom believers will be 
enabled to walk in the way of His commandments, and to 
carry out His design. 

The will of God' is to be supreme, whether it be 
revealed and intelligible to our comprehension, or whether 
it be concealed and beyond our comprehension. The plan 
of salvation is revealed to us, but that of His providence 
regarding our lives and work, the paths wherein He leads 
us, the trials wherewith He tests us, and the time and 
circumstances of our journey's end, are concealed from us. 
They form part of our Father's secret will that is to be 
made manifest hereafter. The disclosures concerning it 
will fill the ransomed with thanksgiving and joy at the 
wisdom and love shown by the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, in the plans carried out for the redemption of 
mankind. 

All things are possible to God in one sense — that is, 
all things that are consistent with the perfection of His 
character — since all His attributes form one harmonious 
and glorious whole, and His actions exhibit the workings of 
these combined excellencies. The one does not neutralise 
the other. For example , He cannot allow mercy to obliterate 
justice, or forbearance to interfere with wisdom. Being 
the Creator and Buler of the universe, He expects all 
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wills to be in subjection to His divine will. " Abram 
believed in tbe Lord, and He counted it to bim for 
righteousness." He entirely trusted in God. Those who 
insist upon following their own wills cannot have this right 
spirit ; they hope that God will gave them, though they 
choose their own ways, forgetting that wayward sinners 
shall not enter the heavenly kingdom. — Matthew vii., 21. 

Man is often blindfolded through the guile of Satan, 
who carefully conceals from him the consequence of his own 
sin and of all sin. Surely those who are allowing their 
wills to be led captive by the enemy of souls should pause 
and consider the heinousness of not yielding them up to 
God, and the misery they incur by not doing so. In pro- 
portion to the strength of the will against God, will be the 
discontent of the one who rebels. If we do not wilfully 
resist and grieve the Holy Spirit, He will lead us into all 
truth, defend us from all sin, and be our helper in every 
time of need. Our petitions must always be offered in 
submission to the will of God, who will grant us the 
desires of our hearts if he sees they are for our good, and 
spiritual gifts will be abundantly bestowed if we ever seek 
to glorify His name, and pray, " Grant us Thy grace/ 
"Lead me, Lord, in the way of Thy statutes." How 
different would be the state of this world were the control 
of the will considered one of the principal aims of life from 
childhood to old age. If the regulation of the will is the one 
chief object of our probation on earth, this training ought 
to begin in early childhood. Moral self-control is a great 
and noble virtue. The child should be made to under- 
stand that he has a will, and that one of his first 
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duties is to submit that will to authority, instead of being 
rebellious and selfish. Children should be treated with 
care, kindness, and sympathy, but with respect to 
obedience they should be treated with firmness and 
resolution. Parents, teachers, and nurses are respon- 
sible to God for the way in which they exercise their 
influence over the wills of those intrusted to their care. 
They are to " nurture them in the chastening and ad- 
monition of the Lord." — Ephesians vi., 4. If they neglect 
to teach them self-control how are their wills to be 
prepared for after life ? 

So much depends on early impressions that guidance 
of character in earliest childhood should be carefully 
attended to, in order that good habits may be formed, so that 
when the time comes for the young to act for themselves 
and take their places in society, they may not have to 
grieve over the effects of bad habits, but be prepared to 
obey the laws of the country, and to act justly and kindly 
to all with whom they associate. — Titus iii., 1, 2. 

It is not just that a young boy on first going to school 
should be subjected to uncalled-for annoyance from his 
seniors. Such irritation is injurious to himself, and a 
cruel, domineering spirit is fostered in the aggressor. It 
can be neither brave nor manly for the strong to oppress 
the weak, and we know how utterly contrary such conduct 
is to the teaching of Scripture. 

Those who grow up with untrained wills, must become 
insubordinate and wilful members of society, if not even 
rebellious against lawful authority. Such sad consequences 
might be spared if both parents and teachers rightly con- 
sidered their responsibilities. 
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An ungoverned will does not add to the happiness of 
the possessor, or to the happiness of those around him. 
At home and in school the young should be taught to 
respect those in authority, their parents and teachers, the 
governors of the land, and kingly rulers. — Bom. xiii., 1-7. 
Such teaching helps them to respect God's will as supreme. 
Another consideration: the greater the endowments of 
man, the greater his enjoyment, if the will be properly 
directed ; but if misdirected, the greater the pain to the 
possessor, and the greater evil against God ; for man's 
enmity will be great in proportion to his intellectual 
powers and the strength of his will. 

At the present time, when learning advances and 
scientific discoveries are so rapidly made, this knowledge, 
in combination with ungoverned wills, might in course of 
time endanger the whole race of mankind. If God's gift 
of free will is kept under control, learning will advance 
with greater safety and advantage. 

A careful study of Scripture shows us that the 
Almighty notes individual character and behaviour, as well 
as national conduct. 

A model of early scriptural teaching is given us in 
Timothy — " From a babe thou hast known the sacred 
writings, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus." — n. Tim., iii., 15. 

A child's first impression of God should be that of a 
loving Father, rather than a punisher of sin. Though God's 
attribute of justice which obliges Him to punish trans- 
gression should also be taught, still early impressions are 
so important and so lasting (many persons are unaware 
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how lasting) that the first idea of a God should be that of 
a kind and tender Father, who cares for His child, and 
watches over him from His beautiful home above, to which 
He wants him to come some day. 

The child should also be taught to connect the thought 
of God with ail the lovely objects visible in nature ; the 
joyous sunshine, the soft silvery moonlight, the sparkling 
stars, the ever changing clouds, the high and glorious 
mountains, the lovely wooded glens and flowery banks, 
the dear streams and fertilising rivers flowing onward to 
the mighty ocean, and ail the countless forms of beauty 
which meet the eye on the fair face of our earthly home — 
those bright scenes being emblems of those yet brighter 
ones in that blessed home which God has promised to His 
children. His word is true, for being infinitely holy He 
cannot act contrary to Himself, and what He has promised 
He will perform. The soul that is at peace with Him 
shall rest in His love to all eternity ; this happy rest 
beginning on earth, and continuing ever in that glorious 
home where a joyous welcome awaits all who have not 
hardened their wills against God, and who have accepted 
the redemption offered in Christ. To the repentant sinner, 
how joyous and consoling is the assurance of the Lord 
Jesus — " There is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner that repenteth ! " What a declaration ! 
May it help us all to bear in mind the great and price- 
less value of each soul, and the glory to be hereafter 
revealed. 



e 



e 



o 



o 





CHAPTER in. 
The Tehptbb and His Temptations. 

AN, having been created a responsible being, soon 
allowed the perverse feeling of envy produced 
by Satan to influence him, nnder pressure 
from without, which cunningly and untruthfully misre- 
presented the Divine character, and drew a false picture of 
the advantage to be gained from acting independently, 
hiding cleverly all the darkness and sorrow accompanying 
the disturbed conscience, — the agonising thoughts, the 
outraged sympathies, the uncontrolled passions, instead 
of his former repose and loving happiness. How wide- 
spread has been the dominion of this passion ! How often 
are the lines of envy seen engraved on the human 
countenance ; and how few persons have considered its 
baneful nature. 

In Genesis iii. we And the history of Satan's successful 
attempt to draw the two responsible beings, Adam and 
Eve, into committing his own sin, of which he well knew the 
consequences. Our first parents had no rooted or inborn 
sin, therefore their first transgression was entirely wilful ; 
that is, it was proud self-worship. We perceive the great 
aim of Satan's tactics, namely, to get others to partake of 
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his own iniquity, which turned him into a demon. 
He took advantage of Adam's absence to insinuate 
into Eve's mind doubts of God's truthfulness, which 
once accepted instead of being repelled, her reverence 
for and faith in the Lord were lost, and her belief 
in the certainty of death disappeared. How wicked 
of Satan, and how cunning ! He said to Eve, " Your eyes 
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods." Here was the 
bait — to be as gods, therefore as wise as the Highest. And 
Eve's free-will- created self- worship, which is idolatry of the 
worst kind, having in it a discontent which objects to any 
superiority. Then " she took of the fruit and did eat." 
Adam also lost faith in God's word through self-glory, 
and fell into the same error, and we know the sequel. 
Adam blamed Eve and she blamed the serpent, ignoring 
their own will in the act. From this period, during every 
succeeding generation, lovers of self have rebelled against 
God and their conscience through wilfulness, and are ever 
too prone to blame their Creator in two-fold ways for 
their own deeds ; that is, first, for permitting Satan to 
tempt ; and, secondly, for permitting the inherited sin. 
They do not consider that the permission was to make 
the inner life of man — in other words, the angelic being of 
man — the more prepared for heaven, and less likely to 
endanger the safety of the holy peace which reigns in that 
blissful abode, after having his will fully tested in various 
ways. 

Some do not believe in Satan's existence, which, 
however, is distinctly declared in the Scriptures ; and he 
himself tempts mankind to doubt it, and to think there is 
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no necessity for tbem to watch and prepare to withstand 
such a foe. Satan knows that man is answerable for not 
resisting his temptation, for the command is given — 
" resist the devil and he will flee from you." Such as do 
not believe in his existence have to consider their sins 
as entirely their own, without any suggestion from the 
unseen Evil One. 

The will seems to have been entrusted to beings 
created under three different conditions : — 

First, to the angels in heaven, without the application 
of any test, when Satan and the evil angels (spiritual 
beings) fell by creating their own sin. Satan committed 
the original sin — the very first of all sins — without sin 
in himself or temptation from without ; he created it, 
is the father of it, and great was his fall, and his sin is 
eternal. 

Secondly, the will was tested on earth in beings of a 
complex nature, spiritual and material, where the 
material body would act as a check on the intense energy 
of the spiritual system, should it rebel. In this case the 
pure human nature was tested by temptation, with what 
result we have seen. The two sinless human beings had 
no sin in themselves, but had a temptation from without, 
and fell ; but their fall was not so awful as that of Satan and 
his evil angels, for they were enclosed in a material 
body, which in a measure suppresses the intensity of the 
spiritual life of man. 

Thirdly, it is now being trained in beings with an 
inherited sinful nature, assailable from within and 
without. All human beings from Adam's fall are born in 
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sin, having inherited it from their earthly parents, Adam 
and Eve, and have, besides, temptations from without, 
and therefore continually fall into sin. After Adam's fall 
man's nature was corrupted, so that Satan could tempt 
him in a great variety of ways ; but the variety of tempta- 
tions may help to keep down the greater increase of that 
most sinful and destructive sin, envy. 

If permission was given to evil angels to try their 
influence on man, we must recognise that permission as 
just ; for it was given in order that the will might be fully 
and Anally tested. 

The effect of sin among human beings is painful to us ; 
but how much more grievous to the Infinite One, whose 
name is Love. 

Even when Adam transgressed God had mercifully 
planned a way by which man might regain his lost position : 
the Father providing for and watching over the human 
race ; God the Holy Spirit operating on their hearts, and 
interceding within them ; the loving Saviour, suffering 
on the cross for their redemption, and likewise interceding 
for them with the Father. 

Throughout the long history of temptation there have 
been periods : the first ending with the deluge, the second 
with Christ's first advent, and the third is the present one, 
which will continue till Satan is bound. 

During the first period the world became so very 
wicked that God almost swept away the human race by the 
deluge. Man must have made great progress, for we read 
of "mighty men" and of " men of renown," who through 
evil imaginations and wicked hearts were "murmurers, 
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complainers," and spoke "hard things" against the Lord, 
and did not heed Noah, a preacher of righteoasness, or 
Enoch, a prophet who forewarned them of judgment. — 
Genesis vi., and Jude 14, 15, 16. 

After the deluge, and onward to Christ's coming, 
wickedness again abounded. His visit to earth stemmed 
the torrent of evil in a measure, giving a fresh impulse to 
religion. But as years rolled on we can trace Satan's 
temptations, varying with the circumstances of the times — 
long practice adding to his experience ; and now that the 
time for his being bound is nearer, it is reasonable to 
expect that he will, if possible, redouble his efforts to 
infuse into mankind his own sin as well as that of others. 

The thirteenth chapter of Revelation, from the 
eleventh verse to the end, seems to represent the 
temptation carried on by Satan on earth from the time 
he began to the time he is to be bound: this beast 
denoting the serpent — the subtle beast described in Gen. 
ii., 1 — that is, portraying the serpent's poisonous sin; the 
number of the beast showing the period during which Satan 
is permitted to carry on his temptation, the number of 
the man being that during which he is tempted by 
Satan. As we are permitted to try and make out the number 
of the beast and man, which is six hundred and sixty 
and six, one might attempt it as follows : — Six hundred, 
and sixty, and six: the first six might represent 
six hundred Days, as foretelling the short season 
when " the dragon, the old serpent, which is the Devil 
and Satan," shall be loosed for a little time after the 
thousand years is ended; and the sixty might indicate 
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sixty hundred years, this makes six thousand years, at the 
end of which we are supposed to be living now ; and the 
latter six might picture six hundred divisions of time over, 
perhaps in years, months, weeks, year-days, or hours 
beyond the six thousand years, it being a time 
that is not to be revealed to anyone. We read in 
the eleventh verse of the " beast coming up out of the 
earth," having two horns like unto a lamb, and speaking 
as a dragon, signifying, it may be, the embodiment of 
the devil's own spirit, of that poisonous self- worship which 
generates pride and envy; the two horns representing 
the uplifting of this spirit, developing itself in a two-fold 
manner, that is, in those who profess religion and in those 
who do not. In the former it influences the feelings and 
conduct, often unknown to themselves, and bears in its 
train the evil consequences of a mind opposed to the 
God-like spirit of charity ; and in the latter (the second 
horn) the same spirit leads to an open hatred of God and 
man, and in both horns is seen as the spirit of insubordi- 
nation and persecution which we are to expect in the 
latter days before Satan is bound, when men " shall be 
lovers of self, lovers of money, boasters, haughty, railers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, 
fierce, no lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed up, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God ; holding a 
form of godliness, but having denied the power thereof." 

The prevalence of these sins gives the serpent-beast 
great authority, so that he reigns as a king, and leads 
many captive ; for Satan tries to tempt every tribe, 
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people, and nation, to indulge in the demon-sin, which is 
the secret mark of the beast ; and he wars with a revengeful 
spirit against the saints who love God, and would 
destroy them if he could. When envy grows strong 
in the heart it gives its impress to the countenance (as 
upon the forehead) ; and the mark on the right hand 
seems to represent the effect of envy in heightened anger, 
as the case was with Gain in uplifting the hand to give 
a revengeful death-blow to his brother. 

There are various classes of mankind who are 
tempted with the sin of envy : — 

Those who in spite of temptation do not commit it 
at all, a class corresponding to those mentioned in 
Romans v., 14, as those that had "not sinned after the 
likeness of Adam's transgression." It was by yielding to 
the temptation to envy that Adam fell ; therefore it was 
his transgression. 

Those who are slightly envious have no loving 
sympathy ; but, on the contrary, some amount of unkind 
feelings towards the persons they envy. 

Those who are often envious have some degree oi 
hatred in their hearts against the persons they envy, 
feeling, so to speak, that they are offensive to them. 

Those who are very often envious hate the persons they 
envy, with an inclination to be revengeful and malicious. 

Those to whom envy is a besetting sin, feel a deep 
and great hatred to those they envy, and will utter 
untruths against them, and act revengefully. — James iii. 
Envy is a secret sin. A person will confess many faults, 
but not this, especially if it be strong within him. It 
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would be a strange condemnation of self to confess openly 
thus : — I want something that belongs to another, and I 
hate him because I cannot get it. By such a declaration he 
would be proclaiming himself a very dangerous neighbour. 

Envy is pride in an advanced stage. Not being 
satisfied with glorifying itself about itself, it dislikes 
others to have what it does not possess. Those who 
envy, cannot be charitable in the full sense of the word, 
for the spirit of charity is in its very essence goodwill 
and kindness — willing that others should enjoy what 
belongs to them, and taking pleasure in knowing that they 
do enjoy such and such things. Those who envy cannot 
love God with deep and perfect love, and generally look 
upon Him with fear, knowing that He can deprive them of 
heaven if they do not repent ; but those who love God 
fear to grieve Him Who is so loving ; they feel great 
reverence and respect for His will in everything ; and with 
the aid of the Holy Spirit they are able to intrust 
themselves entirely to their Heavenly Father, who will 
support them amid all the trials allotted them during 
their probation here. 

There are certain things which especially excite envy, 
namely, high birth, position, and wealth, and no hatred 
is so deadly as that which proceeds from envy. 

Birth and talent are gifts which come, so to speak, 
directly from God. Position and riches may be obtained 
by a person's own exertions, and it often happens that 
envy is more bitter against the two former than against 
the two latter, because the former are unattainable, while 
the latter are possible. 
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Envy inclines its followers to speak slightingly of the 
thing envied ; for example, some persons who are not of 
high birth will envy those who are, and at the same time 
will say, " What better are they for it ?" Those who feel 
thus do not consider that in envying they are fighting 
against God's will in allotting to others that higher station. 

It is the same with talent. God gave the intellect, 
therefore those who envy the possessor of this gift are 
actually opposing the will of the Infinite God. 

So also God intrusts some with high position or 
riches, and those who are envious of them should 
remember that they are murmuring at the dispensation of 
Providence. No one on whom God has vouchsafed to 
bestow higher birth, or greater talents, or position, or 
riches, should be proud because of these gifts, but should 
consider them as coming from God, and only intrusted to 
them for a time — each individual being before Him, like 
the servants in the parable of the talents, " occupying till 
He come." Each gift has its appointed use, and God 
expects it to be used in His service and to His glory — not 
to be turned against Him. Those of lower station in life 
should respect those of higher. Those of higher rank 
should not at any time despise or disrespect those of lower 
degree, but remember that they are in a state by God's 
appointment, in which their wills are trained and tested. 
Also, it is the duty of all to care for those whom God has, 
just for the time being, placed beneath them, or in their 
employment.— Ephesians vi., 9 ; Colossians iv., 1. 

We must remember that all classes mutually depend 
upon each other ; the richer classes could not get on 
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without the poorer, nor the poorer without the richer. 
Each class should do the duties of its respective station, 
as in God's sight — " Whatsoever ye do, work heartily as 
unto the Lord and not unto men." If those in the employ- 
ment of others honestly and conscientiously do the work 
appointed for them, they are serving God whilst doing their 
duty to their earthly master, because God has given it them 
to do (Ephesians vi., 5, 6 ; Titus ii., 9, 10; i. Pet. ii., 18-20), 
and all finite beings must submit their hearts to God's 
providence, and will be the happier for doing so. With this 
feeling and right frame of mind there is as much happi- 
ness in a cottage as in a palace. The poor sometimes 
envy the rich, and would like to exchange places with 
them. But supposing they could, they would soon find that 
there were circumstances attached to their new position 
which would interfere very much with their accustomed 
independence, and they would not be happier : happiness is 
an indwelling spirit, not dependent on outward surround- 
ings. It is pride that causes unhappiness and discontent. 
Satan knows this, and tries to infuse it into all grades of 
society. If those who are discontented with their station 
in life attained their wish and rose higher, they would find 
that the craving to rise higher still would increase with 
each step they gained. Suppose society were formed 
entirely of persons discontented with their station, how 
could the will of each be gratified ? Can anyone devise 
a combination of circumstances which would place each 
one in a position of such eminence that he should be 
above every one else ? Surely envy is madness of 
the will. If all hearts were filled with envy, malice, 
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and all nnoharitableness, how repelling every countenance 
would be. We must not forget that there is an abode 
where this is the case. Suppose, on the contrary, that 
all were entirely free from envy, and were filled with love 
to God and their neighbour, how attractive and joyous 
all faces would look ; how peaceful and contented, notwith- 
standing the trials belonging to this existence. Human 
countenances are bright and pleasant when lighted up 
with love. Much happiness would pervade the world 
if this kindly feeling were general, instead of nations 
envying one another and exulting over each other. All are 
children of the same Heavenly Father, and should act kindly 
and justly towards each other for their mutual welfare. 

There are some persons who have never felt envy, but 
have always thought lovingly of God, and have taken 
delight in meditating on His holy attributes, remembering 
that their Heavenly Father sits on His throne on 
high, and beholds His children on earth, guarding 
them day and night. Those who love God deeply have 
great zeal for His honour, and cannot bear anyone to 
doubt His perfection ; and the more love they have, the 
more they burn with zeal to vindicate His justice and 
wisdom. Satan cannot tempt them to entertain one hard 
thought of God, so he tempts them in other ways. Should 
he venture to suggest any untruths against God to their 
minds, he will do so indirectly, through others, as in the 
case of Job's wife. Those who never envy are careful not 
to walk on the stepping-stone that leads to this sin, which 

is covetousness. Envy is the sin that leads the way to 
that transgression which is spoken of in the Bible as the 
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sin which shall not be forgiven. " Whosoever shall speak 
a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him ; 
but whosoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in that 
which is to come." — Matt, xii., 81, 82. " Verily I say 
unto you, all their sins shall be forgiven onto the sons of 
men, and their blasphemies wherewithsoever they shall 
blaspheme : but whosoever shall blaspheme against the 
Holy Spirit hath never forgiveness, but is guilty of 
an eternal sin" — (Mark, iii., 28, 29) — and the punish- 
ment is eternal. We read an account of the son 
of an Israelitish woman being put to death because he 
" blasphemed the name of the Lord and cursed." And 
the Lord spake to Moses, " Thou shalt speak unto the 
children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God 
shall bear his sin. And he that blasphemeth the name of 
the Lobd, he shall surely be put to death, and all the con- 
gregation shall certainly stone him : as well the stranger, as 
he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name 
of the Lobd shall be put to death." — Lev. xxiv., 11, 15, 16. 
This fearful sin commonly begins with discontent and 
murmuring against Providence. When a man envies 
another he is really dissatisfied with God. The more he 
envies the more he wants, and the more discontented he 
grows, encouraging in his heart rebellion and wicked 
thoughts of God and blasphemies ; and if he allows these 
feelings to strengthen, which they will do when encouraged, 
he may at last become so fiery and hardened with 
wicked accusations against God and His holy attributes 
that he will not repent, thus shutting out the possibility of 
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pardon, because repentance and faith are inseparably 
connected with forgiveness, and God is ever willing 
to pardon all who do repent : but His Spirit will not 
always strive with man, and it is fearfully dangerous 
to venture on the road that leads to the brink of so 
dreadful a precipice. " For if we sin wilfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation 
of judgment, and a fierceness (or jealousy) of fire 
which shall devour the adversaries.' — Hebrews, x., 26, 27. 
- Some men's sins are evident, going before unto judg- 
ment; and some men also they follow after." — i. Timothy, 
v., 24. Probably much of the infidelity and forgetfulness 
of God which are recorded so soon after the dispersion 
of mankind arose from such " wilful sin." Parents who 
entertained ungodly feelings would not be inclined to teach 
their children about God, towards whom they felt enmity, 
because His providential arrangement displeased and 
embittered them; and Satan, the prince of this world, tries 
to get men to rebel and to bear his own character. He 
succeeded to get Judas to do so, and he was called the 
" Son of Perdition ; " as also the Scribes and Pharisees, 
who hated Christ. In i. John, v., 16, this presumptuous 
sin is called " a sin unto death." 

We must not dismiss this subject, however, without 
saying that some persons fear that they have committed 
the sin against the Holy Spirit who are at a great distance 
from it. Those who commit it are daring and full of bitter 
wrath ; and it must ever be remembered that it is the evil 
habit rather than the momentary act of sin which is 
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unpardonable. Let all watch against the entry of such — 
it is misery from first to last. 

The death-bed of a sinner filled with wicked untruths 
and wrathful feelings against his Creator is appalling, his 
will and evil sympathy being so fiery that he will not, or 
cannot, stop it, because of its strength ; his misery is heart- 
rending — and the death of such a man is a grief to God and 
to those in heaven, whilst the evil ones who tempted the 
offender will feel a wicked delight at their success in his 
misery. What a contrast to the happy and blessed end 
of those who are made perfect in the love of God. They 
die in peace, with beaming looks ; joyful at the thought of 
entering into the presence of their Father and Bedeemer ; 
strongly feeling that nothing can separate them from the 
love of God, being filled with holy inspiration, which 
unfolds to them new sights of the grandeur and loveliness 
of the character of the Triune Jehovah, and with adoration 
and delight that they possess such a God to worship. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Examples op Pride and Envy from the Bible. 




RIDE and Envy being the source of Satan's 
fall, it was probable that he would attempt to 
ruin man by the same sins. In order to show 
that this has always been his aim we will consider some 
examples from Scripture of this nature. Cain envied his 
brother Abel because he was more righteous than himself. 
In i. John iii., 12, Cain is spoken of as " of the evil one," 
showing that his envious spirit made him devilish. He must 
have encouraged it until it had grown strong, as a sin lying 
at the door of his heart. His brother, being declared 
righteous, would be of a loving disposition, therefore of an 
opposite character. Cain, being the elder, would on that 
account have some authority over him, which, no doubt, 
would be a trial to Abel, as his brother was of a vindictive 
nature. God himself reasoned with Cain, showing that if 
he acted righteously he should rule over Abel ; but nothing 
satisfied his wickedness short of taking away the life of his 
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brother. And then what a scene of misery ! Cain was 
doomed to be a fugitive and a vagabond, his conscience 
laden with remembrance of his crime ; and we can picture 
to ourselves the agony of the parents, — their eldest son, 
whom parents generally love greatly, being a murderer ; 
their youngest son, on whom parents look with peculiar 
tenderness, killed by his brother. Thus by one stroke 
they were deprived of both their children, as Cain was 
banished for his sin. How different was Cain's existence 
ever after, and how different his parents' home ! 

The remembrance of his history is a warning to 
others. " This is the message which ye have heard from 
the beginning, that ye should love one another ; not as 
Cain was of the evil one, and slew his brother. And 
wherefore slew he him? Because his works were evil, 
and his brother's righteous." — i John, iii., 11, 12. The 
expression "works" being in the plural shows that there was 
more wrong about him than one evil deed ; and God rejected 
his offering, which offended Cain, and increased his envy 
and hatred, and his countenance fell, the expression of it 
reflecting the secret and cruel utterance of his heart, filled 
with deadly revenge. Abel was the first victim to this 
murderous spirit, and who can count the number of human 
beings who have been sacrificed to it since ? We may be 
sure that through Satan's malicious schemes it has been 
the cause of many, many wars, causing untold misery, 
to the malevolent delight of the evil angels. 

From other passages we gather the spirit of those 
who before and after the flood were noted for wickedness. 
Enoch lived when the sin of Cain in killing his brother 
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was recent in the memory of mankind, and undoubtedly 
the " message" that "all were to love one another M would 
often be repeated and as often unheeded. "Woe unto them, 
for they went in the way of Cain," is written in Jude. 
" Woe " is pronounced against hardened sinners after the 
similitude of Gain. 

The sin of self-glory evidently reappeared soon after the 
deluge, for God interposed again, and stopped their work by 
confusing their language. After a while the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah took place on account of pride (Ezek. 
xvi., 49, 50) and other sins. We find that Joseph's brothers 
hated him, " and could not speak peaceably unto him." 
They hated him still more after he had told them his dream, 
because they were envious of his possible future advance- 
ment over them. Some of them carried their sinful 
feelings to such a height that they were ready to kill him 
in the spirit of Cain, and would have done so but for the 
remonstrances of Judah and the solicitude of Eeuben. 

Moses, the deliverer of Israel from Egyptian 
bondage, who had been brought up amid learning and 
grandeur, and in such a high position, was yet 
" very meek, above all the men which were upon 
the face of the earth." — Numbers, xii., 8. Like Noah and 
Job he also was more sincere and upright than other men, 
for which reason Satan would hate him, and through his 
guile no doubt tempted Miriam and Aaron to speak against 
Moses, having first influenced them to envy him, because 
he was placed above them by God. The description of 
God's anger at their self-worshipping spirit is most 
striking, for the Lord spoke suddenly, and commanded the 
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' three to eome to His presence, and punished Miriam with 
leprosy before the whole nation. 

In Num. xvi., we have the account of Korah, Da than, 
and Abiram's rebellion, which was caused by their proud 
and discontented minds : those of their company who were 
Levites envied Aaron for being superior to them in the 
priesthood, and the others envied Moses for being placed by 
God in authority over them all. What a fearful doom 
overtook them, and what awe must have filled the minds 
of those who may at one time have joined the rebels, 
and who .escaped a similar fate by severing themselves 
from their company. 

Divine judgments on surrounding heathen nations, as 
well as on Judah and Israel, are foretold in the 1st and 
2nd chapters of the prophet Amos. The fulness of their 
iniquity, which had brought down Heaven's wrath upon 
them, is denoted by the same expression at the commence- 
ment of each of the following denunciations, and then one 
offence on the part of each of the guilty nations is specified 
as being peculiarly aggravated : — 

" Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of 
Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the punish- 
ment thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with 
threshing instruments of iron ; but I will send a fire into 
the house of Hazael which shall devour the palaces of 
Ben-hadad." 

" Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of 
Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof; because they carried away captive the whole 
captivity, to deliver them up to Edom : but I will send a 
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fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour the palaces 
thereof." Gaza sold the Israelites captives to Edom, 
knowing that they would be cruelly treated, because the 
Edomites were equally envious as they were. 

" Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of 
Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof ; because they delivered up the whole captivity to 
Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant : but 
I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall devour 
the palaces thereof." 

" Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of 
Edom, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof ; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, 
and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, 
and he kept his wrath for ever : but T will send a fire 
upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah. 

"Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of 
Moab, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof ; because he burned the bones of the King of Edom 
into lime ; but I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall 
devour the palaces of Kirioth : and Moab shall die with 
tumult, with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet." 
This sin of Moab specifies their cruel mode of revenge. 
God knew the nature of their sin, and the motive whence 
it proceeded. 

" Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of 
Judah, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof ; because they have despised the law of the Lord, 
and have not kept His commandments, and their lies caused 
them to eiT, after which their fathers have walked : but I 
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will send a fire upon Judak, and it shall devour the palaces 
of Jerusalem." 

" Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of 
Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof ; because they sold the righteous for silver, and 
the poor for a pair of shoes, that pant after the dust of the 
earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way of 
the meek. . . Therefore the flight shall perish from 
the swift, and the strong shall not strengthen his force, 
neither shall the mighty deliver himself: Neither shall he 
stand that handleth the bow ; and he that is swift of foot 
shall not deliver himself : neither shall he that rideth the 
horse deliver himself. And he that is courageous among 
the mighty shall flee away naked in that day, saith the 
Lord." 

In the thirteenth and fifteenth chapters of Isaiah 
judgments against Babylon are pronounced for her 
pride and oppression. 

"I will punish the world for their evil, and the 
wicked for their iniquity ; and I will cause the arrogancy 
of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness 
of the terrible. . . And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, 
the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. . . Thou shalt 
take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, 
How hath the oppressor ceased ! the golden city ceased t 
The Lord hath broken the staff of the wicked, and the 
sceptre of the rulers. He who smote the people in wrath 
with a continual stroke, he that ruled the nation in anger, 
is persecuted, and none hindereth. . . How art thou 
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fallen from heaven, Lucifer, son of the morning ! how 
art thou cast down to the ground, which did weaken the 
nations ! For thon hast said in thine heart, I will ascend 
into heaven ; I will exalt my throne above the stars of God ; 
I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the 
sides of the north : I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds ; I will be like the Most High." 

The above description shows the desperate wicked- 
ness of the king's heart from self- worship, not willing even 
that God should be above him. This sovereign was but 
the chief of many others having the same inclinations and 
like unto the evil one. 

The prophet Ezekiel is directed to predict the punish- 
ment of the heathen neighbours of the Jews, who had been 
the instigators and accomplices of their sins. Four of 
these, the Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and Philistines 
are marked out in chapter twenty-five as the objects of 
Divine vengeance on account of their inhuman triumph 
over the fall of Israel. 

"... Say unto the Ammonites, Hear the word 
of the Lord God; Thus saith the Lord God; Because 
thou saidst, Aha, against my sanctuary, when it was 
profaned ; and against the land of Israel, when it was 
desolate ; and against the house of Judah, when they went 
into captivity ; behold, therefore I will deliver thee to 
the men of the east for a possession, and they shall set their 
palaces in thee, and make their dwellings in thee : they 
shall eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk." — 
Ezekiel xxv. The scornful exclamation, " Aha," demon- 
strated their revengeful exultation over Israel and Judah, 
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whom they envied, and the following declaration against 
them pictures the same spirit : — 

" Thus saith the Lord God ; Because thou hast clapped 
thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced in 
heart with all thy despite against the land of Israel; 
behold, therefore, I will stretch out mine hand upon thee 
and will deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen. . . . And 
I will cause thee to perish out of the countries: I will 
destroy thee." — Ezek. xxv., 6, 7. 

" Thus saith the Lord God ; Because that Moab and 
Seir do say, Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all 
the heathen ; therefore, behold, I will open the side of 
Moab from the cities, from his cities which are on his 
frontiers, the glory of the country, Beth-jeshimoth, Baal- 
meon, and Eiriathaim. . . . And I will execute judgments 
upon Moab ; and they shall know that I am the Lord." — 
Ezek. xxv., 8, 9, 11. 

"Thus saith the Lord God; Because that Edom hath 
dealt against the house of Judah by taking vengeance, and 
hath greatly offended, and revenged himself upon them ; 
therefore, thus saith the Lord God, I will also stretch 
out my hand upon Edom . . . And I will lay my 
vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel, 
and they shall do in Edom according to mine anger, and 
according to my fury." — Ezek. xxv. 12, 18, 14. 

" Thus saith the Lord God ; Because the Philistines 
have dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a 
despiteful heart, to destroy it for the old hatred ; therefore, 
thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I will stretch out my 
hand upon the Philistines. , . . And I will execute great 
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vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall lay my 
vengeance upon them." 

The hatred of the Ammonites, Moabites, and 
Edomites against the Jews seems to have arisen from 
desiring their possessions. Besides, they had also an 
enmity against their God and His worship. They knew 
that the Israelites had a mighty and wonder-working God, 
whose renown was glorious, and that they themselves 
had not such God; so they rejoiced greatly over the 
" land of Israel when it became desolate," and over the 
miseries of the people and the destruction of the temple. 

Terrible judgments are foretold by Isaiah upon 
Ephraim for pride, scornfulness, falsehood, and excess. 
"Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of 
Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower. . . 
The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be 
trodden under feet (xxviii., 1, 3). Ephraim was the 
chief of the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel. The 
valleys were full of fruitful vineyards. 

A severe retribution is predicted by Ezekiel on 
account of the general corruption in Jerusalem among 
the prophets, priests, princes, and people (xxii). " Thus 
saith the Lord God ; The city sheddeth blood in the midst 
of it. . . . Thou art become guilty in the blood that thou 
hast shed. ... In the midst of thee have they dealt by 
oppression with the stranger; in thee have they vexed 
the fatherless and the widow. Thou hast despised mine 
holy things, and hast profaned my Sabbaths. In thee are 
men that carry tales to shed blood. In thee have they 
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taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken usury and 
increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbours 
by extortion, and hast forgotten me, saith the Lord God. 
. . . And I will scatter thee among the heathen, and 
disperse thee in the countries, and will consume thy 
filthiness out of thee." 

The records of ancient cities are most interesting ; 
we read of their beauty and splendour, and the description 
of their mighty works, displaying ability and wisdom. We 
look with wonder on Nineveh, Babylon, Sidon, and 
Tyre ; the latter called " the merchant city." "... Pass 
ye over to Tarshish : howl, ye inhabitants of the isle. Is 
this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient 
days? her own feet shall carry her afar off to sojourn. 
Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning 
city, whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are 
the honourable of the earth ? The Lord of hosts hath 
purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and ' to bring 
into contempt all the honourable of the earth. . . . And 
He said, Thou ehalt no more rejoice, thou oppressed 
virgin, daughter of Zidon, arise, pass over to Chittim; 
there also shalt thou have no rest." — Isa. xxiii. 

Tyrus, for her insolence against Jerusalem, is also 
threatened in Ezekiel's prophecy. Chapters xxvi., xxvii., 
xxviii., are descriptive of their pomp and wickedness . . . 
" Because that Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem, Aha, she 
is broken that was the gates of the people : she is turned 
unto me : I shall be replenished, now she is laid waste : 
Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold I am against 
thee, Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come 
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up against thee, as the sea causes his waves to come 
up. 
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We find nearly the whole of these chapters fall of 
interesting descriptions of this gorgeous and proud city. 
When Ezekiel proclaimed these predictions Tyre had 
attained the highest prosperity as the head of the 
Phoenician cities and colonies. 

" . . . Thus saith the Lord God; Tyrus, thou hast 
said, I am of perfect beauty. . . . Thy builders have per- 
fected thy beauty. . . . They have made all thy ship-boards 
of fir trees of Senir : They have taken cedars from Lebanon 
to make masts for thee. Of the oaks of Bashan have 
they made thine oars ; the company of the Ashurites have 
made thy benches of ivory, brought out of the isles of 
Ghittim. Fine linen, with broidered work from Egypt, was 
that which thou spreadest forth to be thy sail ; blue and 
purple from the isles of Elishah was that which covered 
thee. . . . The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee in 
thy market : and thou wast replenished and made very 
glorious in the midst of the seas. . . . Thy riches and thy 
fairs, thy merchandise, thy mariners, and thy pilots . . . 
And all thy men of war that are in thee, and in all thy 
company which is in the midst of thee, shall fall into the 
midst of the seas in the day of thy ruin " — God's judgment 
upon the Prince of Tyrus for his sacrilegious pride. 

" . . . Thus saith the Lord God; Because thine 
heart is lifted up, and thou hast said I am a God, I sit in 
the seat of God, in the midst of the seas ; yet thou art a 
man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the 
heart of God : behold thou art wiser than Daniel ; there 
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is no secret that they can hide from thee : with thy 
wisdom, and with thine understanding thou hast gotten thee 
riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures. 
. . . Thus saith the Lord God; Because thou hast set 
thine heart as the heart of God ; behold, therefore, I will 
bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations : 
and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy 
wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness . . . And 
thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the 
midst of the seas." 

In Acts (xii.) we read that Herod also brought a 
fearful punishment upon himself for his self-worship in 
depriving God of the honour due to His name. What 
a contrast Daniel's conduct presents to us. Instead of 
ascribing glory to himself for his wisdom and knowledge, 
he ascribed it to God, to whom it was due. His history 
also furnishes a remarkable instance of the length to 
which envy will extend in working a good man's destruc- 
tion. He had done nothing to merit persecution ; but 
because he was preferred by King Darius above all the 
other governors and men in authority he was envied, 
and his enemies contrived to get the king to sign 
Daniel's death-warrant, as they supposed, though they 
thereby brought about their own destruction. 

There is given in the above examples a descriptive 
history of unchecked pride growing stronger and stronger, 
magnifying itself above others, creating envy, malice, and 
revenge. God in His righteous anger against such 
wickedness punishes all classes — prosperous families as 
well as the poor. No degree of riches or poverty can 
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keep out this envious spirit if the individual does not 
strive against the evil temptation of the Devil, who is ever 
ready to introduce his own characteristic sin as the besetting 
sin of mankind, in order to bring them to confusion and 
destruction. 

The book of Job opens with a notice of the place in 
which he lived, and a description of his character. He 
was a man who regarded the authority of God with 
reverence ; he tried to abstain from sin, and to resist 
temptation, and God himself said he was perfect and 
upright ; not meaning that he was sinless, but that, like 
Daniel, he was whole-hearted in God's service, and 
did not commit Satan's sins of self- worship and envy ; 
therefore Satan must have especially hated him, and 
seems to have kept watch over him, trying to find some 
way of detaching him from his allegiance to God. 

When God asked Satan whence he came, he answered 
from " going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up 
and down in it ;" implying thereby an arrogant claim to 
dominion over the world. When the Lord spoke to him 
of Job's high character he answered, " Doth Job fear God 
for nought ?" thus imputing his love to God to his pros- 
perous condition, his having no cause for feeling rebellious. 
When permission was given to test his constancy, and 
Satan deprived him of riches and children without shak- 
ing his faith, Satan must have been sorely disappointed, 
for instead of hardening his spirit and charging God as 
the author of his misery, Job said, " The Lord gave, and 
the Lobd hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the 
Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God 
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foolishly." He did not rebel in his heart and war against 
God in providence as his sovereign head. The Lord spoke 
again of Job's perfectness and uprightness, and said that 
there was " none like him in the earth." When permission 
was given to test Job still further, Satan brought on him 
physical agonies, and influenced his wife to try and induce 
him to speak against God; but Job held fast his integrity, 
and answered, " What i shall we receive good at the hand 
of God, and shall we not receive evil ? In all this did not 
Job sin with his lips." His confidence in God was great 
when he exclaimed, " Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him." Such utterance comes not from those who have 
unruly wills, and who think hard thoughts of God, but 
from hearts that love Him and stay themselves on Him in 
the darkest hours. 

Job's wife had not the godly spirit that he had, but 
appears to have been of a daring and presumptuous 
character, and had a sinful desire for her husband to 
turn against God wickedly. Job offered burnt-offerings 
according to the number of his sons, saying, " It may 
be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their 
hearts." He knew that this sin was a secret one which 
children would conceal from a godly parent. As before 
stated, the Divine law ordered anyone who presumed to 
commit such a sin, if found out, to be put to death. Its 
wickedness is as great if committed at any time. 

In the lxxiii. Psalm we read that Asaph fell into 
the temptation of envying the wicked who prospered; and 
from the expressions that his "feet were almost gone," his 
" steps had well nigh slipped," it is evident that he too 



■O 



e 



^ ^ 

satan's guile, satan'b wiles. 48 

had been tempted to go very far into this sin — very near 
the edge of the precipice. A little farther and he might 
not have been able to draw back, but he did so 
in time ; he went " into the Sanctuary of God," then 
understood, and was deeply grieved, at his . own 
foolishness and ignorance. He must have seen how 
unfaithful he had been. How different afterwards were 
his thoughts and feelings, expressed thus : — " Thou 
shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards receive 
me to glory." Who knows but that Asaph began 
to return to a better spirit under the harmonious sounds 
of beautiful psalmody, inclining him to listen to the 
voice of conscience, and to the Word of God. 

Asaph was a servant of Jehovah at the time he fell into 
Satan's temptation, and did not consider, when he was 
envying, that in his heart he was saying to the Infinite 
God, V Not Thy will be done," and so was rebelling against 
His Divine authority; besides, he was not admitting 
God's name was perfect, and if a man declares anything 
against the perfection of His Holy name, he is at that 
moment taking His name in vain, and breaking the com- 
mandment. In the present day there are some who 
profess religion that fall into the same sin without ever 
thinking of the nature of the evil, and Satan does all he 
can to blind them and induce them to commit it, whilst 
the loving Saviour patiently watches at the door of the 
sinner's heart, knocking ; but the sinner keeps it closely 
shut, and some not only keep the door of their hearts 
closed, but add strong bars across the door, as Cain did, 
shutting out the influence of the Holy Spirit. His 
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Spirit cannot inhabit a heart where Satanic evil reigns. 
God is love ; and love and hatred cannot dwell at the same 
time in anyone's heart. Love is the antithesis to an 
envious spirit ; therefore, envy in the heart destroys love. 
Those who have never envied, have from their earliest 
childhood a love and admiration for the grandeur of God's 
attributes ; His character has appeared to them more 
lovely than anything, and they have at all times felt a great 
reverence for His Holy Word amid feelings of inward peace 
and deep loving trust, that no one shall ever separate them 
from the love of God, for in Him is their trusting-place. 

Amongst professors of Christianity we find some who, 
in times of trial as well as in those of prosperity, give 
glory to God. Others, on the contrary, are tempted to 
murmur under trying circumstances ; but before the end of 
their journey — often on a bed of sickness — they are led by 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit to realise more clearly the 
love of their Heavenly Father who has supported them, 
and with repentant and grateful hearts are enabled to 
glorify Him for the way in which he has led them, and to 
look forward with joy to that happy home above, where 
love and peace eternally reign. Even in this world, 
where inherited sin dwells, love is the great fountain of 
happiness to each soul, and unceasing joy is realised 
by those who, through grace, have accepted Christ's offer of 
salvation, and who consequently strive to obey God's laws. 
How joyous is the thought that our Heavenly Father's love 
is from everlasting to everlasting. " O taste and see that 
the Lord is good; blessed is the man that trusteth in 
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David suffered so much from the attacks of envious 
pride that the Psalms abound with descriptions of the 
revengeful feelings fostered by this spirit, and the evil 
actions to which it leads ; not omitting God's displeasure, 
and the judgments He brings down on such as persevere 
in their crooked ways. 

Among the wicked tempers accompanying an envious 
spirit he enumerates — 

Falsehoods — " They delight in lies." — Ps. lxii., 4. 
" Their poison is like the poison of a serpent." — 

Ps. lviii., 8, 4. 
" How long will ye love vanity and seek after 

leasing ?"— Ps. iv., 2. 
" Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing : 

the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful 

man." — Ps. v., 6. 
Flattery and Double-dealing — "With flattering lips 

and with a double heart do they speak." — 

Ps. xii., 2, 8. 
Treachery — " Mine own familiar friend, in whom I 

trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath 

lifted up his heel against me." — Ps. xli., 9. 
Pride — " The proud have forged a lie against me." — 

Ps. cxix., 69 ; also, Ps. lxxxvi., 14. 
Deceit and Fraud—" His mouth is full of cursing 

and deceit, and fraud ; under his tongue is 

mischief and vanity." — Ps. x., 7. 
" He deviseth mischief upon his bed." — Ps, 

xxxvi., 8, 4, 
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False Witness — " False witnesses are risen up 
against me, and such as breathe out 
cruelty." — Ps. xxvii., 12. 

David was an eminent type of the Saviour, of whom 
he prophesied, and who sprang from him by lineal 
descent. The same evil passion which caused David 
so many troubles, pursued the Saviour also, even unto 
compassing His death. 

The prophecies in the Psalms regarding the Messiah 

are wonderful, expressing even some of the words He 
uttered on the cross. 

David and Christ had each a false and treacherous 
companion — Ahithophel in David's case, and Judas in our 
Lord's. 

Let us review some of the events connected with 
the enemies of David. 

His life became a series of dangers, hardships, and 
persecutions after his combat with the giant Goliath ; 
on the subsequent defeat of the Philistines the women 
came out of the cities of Israel to greet the conquerors, 
and in their songs of welcome ascribed to David 
greater exploits than to Saul, which roused the king's 
anger and envy, and he " eyed " David from that day 
forward. " An evil eye " is alluded to by our Lord in 
Mark vii., 22, it being the outward expression of malignant 
feelings of the heart. 

These feelings growing stronger and stronger in 
Saul's heart, his conduct became diabolical, and he 
deliberately threw his javelin at David ; but the loving 
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Lord, or one of His ministering angels, guarded him from 
the sudden thrust in so remarkable a manner that the 
king perceived God was with David. This made Saul 
afraid for a time, but his envy broke out afresh; and 
though David had been eminently useful to him, and was 
not guilty of any offence against him, and though 
Jonathan's affectionate remonstrances on David's behalf 
stayed his hand for a while, yet the hatred in his heart was 
not quenched, and he was fully bent on shedding innocent 
blood. 

We learn (i. Sam. xxiv., 9) that Saul had around 
him men of the same envious character as himself, who 
falsely accused and slandered David. Doeg the Edomite 
was one of his earliest foes, and Ahithophel a foe of his 
later days. Doeg must have been an enemy to true 
religion, for he carried out ruthlessly the king's 
wicked command to slay the priests at Nob, and their 
defenceless families. Saul's other servants refused to fall 
on the priests. The king was so enraged against David 
that he attempted to kill his own son Jonathan on account 
of his friendship for his persecuted servant. The same 
envious spirit actuated Christ's enemies, who also hated Him 
without a cause, for He had done nothing amiss; but they 
maliciously watched His words, hoping to hear Him speak 
unadvisedly, and although they did not succeed, their 
rancorous hatred pursued Him till they brought about 
His death. David was free from envy, which leads 
to revenge and murder, otherwise he would not 
have let Saul escape when he was in his power. His 
conduct was strikingly forbearing and loyal, although he 
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had so many provocations; and after having been hunted 
about from place to place, hiding in deserts and caves, and 
never feeling secure, he was still ready to overcome evil 
with good ; in his distress trusting in the Lord, his strong 
fortress, he could say, when every other help failed, 
" The Lobd was my stay," " What time I am afraid, I will 
trust in Thee." 

He did not forget that his persecutor was the 
anointed King of Israel. His heart was right with God. 
Had it not been so, God would not have delighted in him. 
What a contrast for him when he became king. He 
could look back on the caves and rocks where he had 
concealed himself when in danger of his life from Saul ; 
now he had a royal house, and large domains, and was 
the first in the land. He remembered too that God had 
brought about this change in his circumstances. 

He was of a loving spirit towards God, not setting up 
his own will in opposition to the will of his Creator. 
His brother, Eliab, was not of the same character, though 
of such attractive appearance that Samuel said, " Surely the 
Lord's anointed is before him." — (i. Sam. xvi., 6). Eliab's 
heart was proud and envious ; he accused David falsely, 
imputing wicked motives to him when he inquired 
about the Philistine's champion, Goliath ; and God, who 
reads the heart, knew what was in Eliab's mind, and 
" said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, 
or on the height of his stature ; because I have refused 
him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the 
heart," 
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David's character was not altogether unknown, for 
one of Saul's household spoke highly of him as a man 
of war, and prudent in matters, and added, " the Lord is 
with him." — i. Sam. xvi., 18. 

Like all mankind he was born in sin, and committed 
many evil deeds, for which he was punished, as justice 
demands the punishment of such grievous offences against 
God's laws; still, David's sins, heinous as they were, were 
not envious pride and revenge, which harden the heart 
more than any other against God. By the aid of the 
Hoi, Spirit he L «. li m to repen^d M l.™g 
mercy is ever ready to forgive repentant sinners. David 
was tempted to give way to another kind of pride, when 
he numbered Israel (i. Chron. xxi., 1,2), from vanity or 
ambition, which was an act of great transgression of which 
he bitterly repented; and God, who sees the inmost 
thoughts, spoke of him as "a man after his own 
heart." He knew that David would not set his own will 
arrogantly against his Creator's, so as to question His 
lawful sovereignty over him and all the earth, and rebel 
against His providential arrangements. 

When David became king his persecutions from 
envious characters did not cease ; on the contrary, they 
became even more bitter. Absalom, the handsomest 
man in Israel, a son greatly beloved by David, repaid his 
father's affection with ingratitude, and raised a rebellion 
against him; and Ahithophel, his own familiar friend, 
turned against him at the same time. David had not 
the same love for Saul as for his son Absalom, neither 
had he shown friendship for Doeg; but Ahithophel 
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was his counsellor, his companion, a man whose wisdom 
was of the highest order, whose opinion was as if a man 
"had inquired of the oracle of God," to whom David must 
have confided his plans and secrets. 

Probably many a thought had been intrusted to him 
by the king regarding Absalom in times past, when the 
latter was in disgrace, which might now be repeated to 
him and add to his vindictiveness, making him a still more 
dangerous enemy to his father. Psalm lv. is supposed 
to have been composed during the rebellion of Absalom. 
The description in it is equally applicable to all in every 
age who allow malicious envy to rule in their hearts. 

Absalom and Ahithophel were both artful. After 
Absalom's recall from Geshur he tried to undermine his 
father's authority and win the affections of the people by 
his condescending manners and feigned interest in their 
welfare. He " rose up early, and stood beside the way of 
the gate," watching his opportunity for dropping a word 
of poison into their minds, and making himself such a 
favourite that he " stole the hearts of the men of Israel." 
Very likely he had in former years stolen his father's 
heart with much pretence of affection. 

Who can depict the shock to David's feelings when 
he found out the worthless character of his beloved son ! 
Thus sorrow was heaped upon sorrow when he discovered 
that Ahithophel, his trusted friend, had also turned traitor 
with Absalom. 

Such a treacherous and unprincipled man as Ahithophel 
had probably some scheme of aggrandisement in view ; and 
as Absalom was not celebrated for wisdom, p Ahithophel 
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doubtless expected to lead him by his counsels. Had 
Absalom continued to follow them it is not likely that the 
other sons of the king would have found it safe to remain 
in the country, thus Ahithophel would have become chief 
ruler, as probably he also aspired to be King over Israel. 

When Absalom disregarded his counsel, Ahithophel 
must have felt that his treason would soon be visited on 
his own head, and that he would be punished by death, so 
he went down to his house and hanged himself, like Judas. 
Absalom also came to an untimely end. His long flowing 
hair, which was so remarkable, was the cause of his death ; 
for when riding under an oak his hair was caught in the 
branches, and he was easily struck through the heart by 
Joab. 

Had Ahithophel regulated his will aright, what a 
different character he might have been. With his splendid 
talents what good he might have done to those around. 
A strong will is a blessing to the possessor and to those 
whom it influences, when it acts in the ways of truth 
and righteousness, duly controlled by conscience and 
subjected to God's will. 

Can it be wondered that David, under the circum- 
stances referred to, should utter such lamentations as the 
following : — " They that hate me without a cause are 
more than the hairs of my head: they that would 
destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty." — 
Ps. lxix., 4. His enemies were typical of those who perse* 
cuted the loving Saviour; and speaking of the nature of 
the falsehoods of those envious ungodly men, David 
exclaims: — "He hath put forth his hands against such 
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as be at peace with him : he hath broken his covenant. 
The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but 
war was in his heart: his words were softer than oil, 
yet were they drawn swords." — Ps. lv., 21, 22. " They 
have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adder's poison 
is under their lips." — Ps. cxl., 8. And the words of the 
Lord in denouncing the sins of the Scribes and Pharisees 
were : — " Ye serpents, ye offspring of vipers, how shall ye 
escape the judgment of hell ? " — Matt, xxiii., 88. 

Satan is called " The old serpent," and enmity was put 
between his seed and the seed of the woman. The deadly 
poison in the serpent tribe is an enduring warning to 
mankind to beware of the more destructive venom of 
our great enemy, the Devil, who must, according to his 
cunning devices, chiefly aim at persuading man to 
cherish the same sin as that for which he was 
condemned. If we only study in the sacred history the 
account of the responsibility of man from the creation 
until the flood, we shall find the temptations to consist 
chiefly of envious pride and rebellion, into which our first 
parents, Cain, and those later on, fell, and these, as well 
as the transgression of the fallen angels, are recorded for 
our learning. 

When the Messiah was born, the Jews generally were 
not aware of the event ; but the wise men who came from 
some country east of Judea knew of it. Probably they 
lived in a land where the knowledge of revealed religion 
and of God's promise of a Saviour had been handed down 
from the Patriarchs or by the Melchizedek priesthood, 
which may have been a numerous order, whose influence 
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was widely diffused. These wise men evidently expected 
the event ; in any case, they had been instructed in some 
way, either by direct divine revelation, by tradition, or by 
religious teaching, regarding the appearance of the 
wonderful and especial star that guided them to Bethlehem. 
Their undertaking the journey for the sole purpose of paying 
homage to the Messiah shows that they were godly men, 
serving God from the heart, and were, therefore, guided by 
Him to the exact spot, and also warned by Him not to 
return to Herod. This could not be said of the Pharisees, 
for they seem to have lost sight of the prophecies 
respecting the Saviour, and instead of watching for Him, 
they did not even know that He was close to them. Herod, 
the Edomite, also, who by the favour of the Romans was 
reigning in Judea, was a tyrant of the worst kind — 
crafty, malicious, and revengeful, and the massacre of 
the little children in Bethlehem but too well unfolds 
his character. 

Who can fathom the love of the Infinite God for His 
finite children in allowing His Infinite Son to die 
for their redemption ! or the boundless love of the Son 
in undertaking such a sacrifice. What an example 
of obedience we have in His sacred character during 
the whole of His life on earth — submitting His will to that 
of the Father in loving unity of purpose, and enduring 
so much suffering from the wickedness and cruelty of 
man. It is recorded by two of the evangelists that Pilate 
knew that envy was the cause of the malice of Christ's 
enemies. — Matt, xxvii., 18 ; Mark xv., 10. They hated 
Him on account of His wisdom and miraculous powers, also, 
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for nnmasking their hypocrisy. He met their arguments 
and publicly rebuked them, and foiled their wily endeavours 
to entangle Him in His speech, so that the officers who 
were sent to take Him were forced to exclaim, "never man 
spake like this man !" So hardened and revengeful were 
His proud enemies, that even the miracle of Lazarus being 
raised from the dead, instead of making them pause and 
consider the wickedness of their way, excited in them the 
wish to put Lazarus also to death. 

They cloaked their persecution of Christ under the 
guise of loyalty to CaBsar and zeal for the law, for which, 
in reality, they had no respect, or they would not have 
crucified Him in whom no fault was found. 

The deadly besetting sin of the Scribes and 
Pharisees is clearly manifested by their acts as envious 
revengeful pride, even as Christ had openly declared unto 
them : " Wherefore ye witness to yourselves, that ye are 
the sons of them that slew the prophets." The unmerciful 
conduct of Christ's enemies did not relax when even the 
Saviour was hanging on the cross. Some of the passers-by 
railed at Him, wagging their heads and exclaiming : — 
" Ha ! thou that destroyest the temple and buildest it in 
three days, save thyself, and come down from the cross ;" 
and the chief priests mocked Him ,with the scribes and 
elders. But the blessed Saviour, with infinite compassion, 
said, " Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they 
do." They little thought that they were putting to death 
the Son of God ; but they knew in their own hearts that 
envy called forth their murderous revenge. 
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Judas was of the same disposition as the Pharisees, 
fall of pride and hypocrisy. In John xii., 6, we learn 
that he carried the bag which held the money for the 
poor, and being a thief, stole it, showing how covetous 
and unmerciful he was thus to rob the destitute. When 
Mary took the ointment and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
Judas said, " Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and given to the poor?" Not that he 
cared for the poor, we are told, but, being a thief, coveted 
the money, as he held the bag. " There were some that 
had indignation among themselves " (Mark xiv., 4), and 
they murmured against the woman. As Judas Iscariot 
is specially mentioned, according to the Gospel of St. 
John (xii. 4 — 8), probably he must have influenced the 
others to find fault. To him, personally, it was a 
loss, and those amongst the disciples who were angry 
showed a want of feeling and respect for Christ. The 
Lord reproved them and commended the woman, saying 
that her deed should be kept in lasting remembrance 
wherever the gospel was proclaimed. His reproof must 
have been more particularly directed against Judas, who 
no doubt, resented it. This afforded a very favourable 
state of mind for his accepting the Devil's temptation, who 
put it into his heart to betray his master, after Christ 
had revealed his real character to those who were going to 
partake of the Last Supper, influencing him even to the 
betrayal of his Lord, so that he not only acted as guide to 
those who came against Christ with swords and staves, 
but sealed his treachery with a kiss. When he saw 
that Christ was condemned to death, he very likely 
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remembered that an awful punishment awaited false 
witnesses and those who would betray and cause the 
death of the righteous, and, full of trouble, he returned 
the money to the chief priests, saying that he had sinned 
in betraying innocent blood; but the chief priests and 
elders answered, "What is that to us? see thou to it." 
They did not consider themselves answerable for his 
treachery, though they were glad to avail themselves of his 
help as a false witness. We know the fearful end of 
Judas: after having the unspeakable privilege of being 
a disciple of the Lord, he became a traitor. A solemn 
warning, proving the need to watch against the wiles of 
the Evil One, and to pray for help to overcome the 
dominion of sin. 

God looks into the hearts of all who join in religious 
services, and each individual is answerable to Him if he is 
indulging envious and proud self-worshipping feelings in his 
heart, whilst perhaps nominally a member of a Christian 
church, baptised into the name of Christ, partaking of the 
Sacrament of Bread and Wine, and outwardly appearing 
to reverence Our Lord's Holy Institutions of Baptism 
and the Last Supper. Every religious service will only 
witness against us if we engage in it hypocritically. 
On the contrary, if we are sincere, they will be 
sources of edification and blessing. How sad it is to see 
the thoughtless enter into places of worship and behave 
irreverently, not considering at such moments whom 
they profess to serve. 
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CHAPTER V. 



The Spirit op Worship. 




ATAN still tempts men in the old ways, and 
since they have begun to think and reason 
about God's Word, he tempts them through 
the very doctrine of Scripture. For instance, some minds 
are much perplexed with the fact that temptation was ever 
permitted on earth ; but much wisdom pervades the whole 
scheme, if we consider the nature of the will, and the 
necessity there is for that will being thoroughly tested. 
The conflict is sharp but short, and however powerful 
the weapons of evil that are brought to bear upon it, 
the loyal combatant is sure of help to overcome, and 
victory is gained ; that is, the will, having been trained to 
submit itself fully and entirely to God's will here, is safe 
for eternity. 
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We axe told that in heaven there are " many 
mansions;" but unruly wills have no access to those 
glorious abodes. 

Some are troubled in mind about the doctrine of 
" Election." But why should they be so ? All are plainly 
invited to come to Christ, "For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life," and " God is no respecter of persons : 
but in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh 
righteousness, is acceptable to Him." — Acts x., 34, 85. 
In the forty-third verse it is written : " Everyone that 
believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins." God 
holds the secret of election, and by His attribute of fore- 
knowledge has elected persons from eternity to be inheritors 
of His kingdom. It is a consolation for us to leave all to His 
loving care. " Him that cometh to Me," saith the Saviour, 
" I will in no wise cast out." St. Peter writes (i., 10), 
"Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence to make your 
calling and election sure : for if ye do these things (see 
previous verses) ye shall never stumble : for thus shall be 
richly supplied unto you the entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." It would 
be well to remember that Christ has promised to accept all 
who will come to him with hearts renewed in spirit, 
and redeemed through His precious blood, and each will 
be responsible for not accepting His loving offer. 

The best antidote against every temptation of Satan 
is the cultivation of an opposite spirit. Those who really 
and truly seek to be spiritually-minded will, we are 
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assured, always have the help of the Holy Spirit granted 
to them, and this will culminate in that delightful power of 
worshipping God, the ecstasy of which is only known to 
those who have been allowed to realise it. 

The greatest privilege the creature possesses is to 
approach the Infinite Creator in humble adoration. The 
Father is willing to provide for His children throughout 
time and eternity. 

We worship the Son, who, entirely of love, died to 
redeem us, and who has gone to prepare for His people 
" mansions" in His Father's kingdom. 

We worship the Holy Spirit, who influences our wills — 
bending them to, and blending them with, the One will 
of the Triune God. 

But with those whose feelings are set on this world, 
what a contrast is presented : they run to and fro in 
search of happiness, and go the wrong way to obtain it. 

It cannot be found apart from contentment, and 
contentment cannot exist with self- worship, and self- 
worship bars out the happiness that is felt in sympathetic 
love for others, as it entirely engrosses the feelings 
upon self, wounding and scaring the conscience. In fact, 
there is no true rest or lasting happiness to the inner 
life of man away from the great Fountain of Life, and 
the nearer the finite draws to the Infinite the happier 
will be each heart. In the hallowed prayer taught by the 
Saviour himself the Almighty is addressed as " Our 
Father;" — do all sufficiently consider the meaning of this 
appellation or of those that follow ? and do the 
petitioners approach the Throne of Grace with that 
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reverence befitting subjects who come into the presence 
of their Supreme Sovereign, whose authority they wish 
to uphold, and whose will they desire should be obeyed on 
earth as it is in heaven, depending upon Him for the 
supply of their daily wants — material and spiritual — 
whose forgiveness they crave for their numberless sins, 
even as they forgive those who have wronged them ? 

We discover wonderful wisdom in Christ's injunction 
to love our enemies and to pray for them, for God answers 
the prayers of those who love Him; and should their 
prayers for their persecutors be granted, Satan's persecu- 
tions are arrested, the persecuted ones are relieved, and 
God's glory is promoted. 

In true worship there is reverence for God : to His 
gracious source of wisdom the thoughts of the worshipper 
turn with feelings of love and adoration ; and those who 
have experienced these moments of joy have often a 
longing for a return of this bliss to their souls, which does 
not unfit them for the duties of life, but, on the contrary, 
makes them take greater pleasure in them. It also makes 
them feel greater sympathy with everything that surrounds 
them ; they have a deeper interest in their fellow-creatures ; 
they can rejoice with them more in their joy, and they 
sympathise with them more in their trials ; for do they not 
all belong to the same Father whom they adore ? 

This worship has the effect of making them see in 
creation more loveliness than before : more beauties are 
descried in each tree, more in each flower ; the sky 
appears more heavenly, although it was always heavenly 
to them, and the mountains appear grander. The God 
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they adore fashioned them. The deep loving homage to a 
pure and Holy God helps the worshipper to feel a greater 
sorrow for sin. 

Those who love to hold communion with God can do 
so not only on bended knees, but also at all times : 
when alone in meditation, when walking, when travelling, 
or when at work, the heart can glance upwards. How 
many there are who have never experienced this kind of 
fervent worship, and why ? for the Spirit is willing to 
fill the worshipper with deeper adoration. If the individual 
looks into, and' closely watches his own heart he may 
find out the reason. Perhaps God occupies only a 
secondary place in the worship professed with the lips. 

There are higher and lower degrees of worship among 
idolaters. The worship of the sun, moon, and stars is 
a higher order of worship than that of idols made by man's 
hands, the former being God's works. Satan early 
tempted man to worship the heavenly bodies ; but later in 
the world's history he saw that another temptation was 
better, for whilst worshipping them the mind might be 
impressed with the idea that a higher being existed, who 
created them, and perhaps reigning above; therefore 
Satan perceived the necessity of bringing down man's 
thought from the firmament to stocks and stones, fashioned 
by his hands and made in his own image ; even lower 
still in some instances, to hideous and revolting figures 
and creeping things, which keep down the mind and make 
it grovel among material things. 

Many in our times worship other deities than the true 
God without being actual pagans, for whatever the heart 
loves better than God it worships. 
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We live in such a busy age; there is so much coming 
and going, so much occupation for the mind and body, 
that little time is left for searching the Scriptures and 
reflecting upon them; thus much loss is sustained by 
immorJblgs. 

One great advantage in studying God's Word is that 
we become better acquainted with ourselves. We fancy 
we know ourselves, therefore do not study our own, 
but other people's characters. If we were to examine 
our own more closely we should find out what are our 
natural tendencies, and be surprised to perceive how much 
we have to learn on the subject. 

If we wish to feel more of heaven in our hearts, we 
must pay more homage to God's perfections in our 
thoughts and feelings. The gracious Spirit is ever ready 
to turn our minds towards things above, to draw our 
affections upwards to that happy land where neither sin 
nor sorrow enters. A right worship is a benefit to us as 
regards the things of this world, as well as those of the 
world to come ; and in times of trial (such as are usual 
or unusual) the mind can ascend to God for sympathy 
and assistance. What a comfort it is to have such a 
staff to lean upon, such a rock to shelter us, even the rock 
of our salvation, especially at some overwhelming moment, 
when the heart can look up to God and stay itself on 
Him for help and strength, for in Him is a dwelling- 
place for us, and in that haven of rest, even whilst we 
are on earth, the heart finds shelter when storms and 
troubles assail it. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Eesubbection and the Day of Judgment. 

T God's appointed time the resurrection of those 
who have sincerely followed Christ on earth, 
and who have believed in Him as their risen 
Saviour, will take place. " Now hath Christ been raised 
from the dead/' writes St. Paul, triumphantly, " the 
firstfruits of them that are asleep." — i. Cor. xv., 20. " If 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Him." — i. Thess. iv., 14. Thus believers may anticipate 
a reunion with those they loved on earth, and look forward 
to the bliss of dwelling with them for ever in the heavenly 
kingdom. In that world our intellectual powers will be 
strengthened, and if we know each other here we shall 
assuredly know each other there. After Christ rose from 
the dead He was recognised by His sorrowing disciples. 
When the spirit rejoins the body — which was " the 
body of our humiliation" — the latter shall be fashioned 
" anew." — Phil, iii., 21. " It is sown in corruption, it is 
raised in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonour, it is 
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raised in glory ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power ; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body." — i. Cor. xv., 42, 44. Though the body becomes 
corrupted it contains a germ of vitality which will come 
forth to life at God's call, and which is present to His all- 
seeing eye. 

But Christ Himself has told us of " the resurrection 
of life," and " the resurrection of judgment." — John v., 29. 
St. Paul speaks of the final stage of the revelation of God's 
wrath against sin, in which His justice will be fully 
vindicated, as " the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God ; who will render to every man 
according to his works : to them that by patience in well- 
doing seek for glory, and honour, and incorruption, eternal 
life : but unto them that are factious, and obey not the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, shall be wrath and 
indignation, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 
man that worketh evil . . . " — Romans ii., 5-9. "For we 
must all be made manifest before the judgment-seat of 
Christ ; that each one may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad." — n. Cor. v., 10. The declaration also is made 
under the old dispensation, that " God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil." — Eccles. xii., 14. 

The disclosure of each thought and deed will bring to 
light the history of every family and race : an all-seeing eye 
marks every falsehood now. Those who suffer from unjust 
accusations here, have the consolation of knowing that 
their conduct will then be unfolded in its true light, and 
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the deceitfulness of all who have sought to injure them will 
be exposed ; at which time man's memory will be perfected 
regarding the truth of past communications, histories, and 
things, and capable of retaining each disclosure. His 
mind too will be opened to a clearer and a fuller 
comprehension of God's patience and long-suffering. 

Some hold that the thoughts and actions of those who 
have repented will not be revealed at the last day, but 
although the sins of faithful disciples are blotted out 
through the atonement of Christ, yet justice demands that 
the secrets of all hearts should be made known, for the 
right understanding of individual conduct, as well as for 
the clear comprehension of God's dealings towards each. 
This ought not to make the righteous fearful, for love made 
perfect will give " boldness in the day of judgment . . . 
perfect love casteth out fear." — i. John iv., 17. They 
will rejoice to see the manifestation of the love and justice 
of God, and will acquiesce in the righteousness of all His 
decisions. In the First Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians (vi., 2, 8) it says that the saints "shall judge 
the world," and " shall judge angels;" implying that 
faithful and holy persons shall at the last day sit with 
Christ on His throne, and give their assent to the sentence 
which He shall pronounce upon wicked men and wicked 
angels. In Rev. xx., 12, it mentions that the dead shall 
be judged according to their works, written " in the books" 
denoting the all-observing knowledge and remembrance of 
God, the exact record of man's own conscience, and that 
the whole contents of God's revelation will be clearly 
manifested. 
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The heathen who have not received the written law 
have yet the law of nature or conscience, for we are told 
" when Gentiles which have no law do by nature the 
things of the law, these, having no law, are a law unto 
themselves ; in that they show the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness therewith, 
and their thoughts one with another accusing or else 
excusing them." — Romans ii., 15-16. Christ died for 
sinners. The heathen have not rejected Him, and such as 
obey the law within 'their hearts shall hereafter sing 
praises to the Saviour's name. A heathen knows that 
revenge from envy is wrong, and, if he continues in this 
murderous and destructive spirit, he is exposed to 
condemnation. But what can be said with respect 
to the responsibility of Christians, who have rejected 
both the precept of the Divine Law and the warning 
voice of conscience? God alone can judge of the 
depth of evil in the human will. He has in His 
word declared that a fearful end awaits the hardened 
sinner. Even on earth severest measures alone restrain 
the course of those who through an ungovernable self-will 
repeatedly break the laws. Some refuse to believe in 
eternal punishment because of God's merciful character ; 
but God's mercy is according to righteousness and truth, 
and we must believe His revealed word in all things. God 
knows the secret wickedness of the heart more than we 
do, although we cannot but see daring wilfulness in man, 
when nothing but chastisement will stop its increase ; and 
who can tell but that punishment may help to stop the 
increase of this fiery principle, though the subjects of it 
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are past reformation ? All we know is that there is a 
place prepared for them — an everlasting abode adapted to 
their punishment — to which each of the unreformed 
wicked beings shall be justly condemned; for the Almighty 
is a righteous king and judge. 

The myriads assembled on the day of final account 
will fully realise the dangerous machinations of Satan, and 
the deceit he has practised on mankind, aided by his angels. 
It is written . . . "He that overcometh shall thus be 
arrayed in white garments ; and I will in no wise blot his 
name out of the book of life, and I will confess his name 
before My Father, and before His angels." — Rev. ill., 5. 
Those who overcome by following the loving command of 
Christ on earth, possess spiritual life here, and are 
destined to life eternal. 

Christ has taught us that love to God is the first and 
highest law, and that the second is like unto it, namely, 
love to man. If we reject these two laws, or even one of 
them — goodwill to man — we reject both. Love is so 
essential in religion, that every other endowment is 
worthless without it. Hatred of each other in a Christian 
or pagan is a direct violation of conscience, and is diametri- 
cally opposed to the spirit of love, in which is contained the 
whole law. St. Paul thus admonishes the Corinthians, 
showing that love is supreme of all gifts, and chief among 
christian graces. " Desire earnestly the greater gifts . . • 
if I speak with the tongues of men or angels, but have not 
love, I am become sounding brass, or a clanging 
cymbal . . . Love suffereth long, and - is kind ; love 
envieth not . . , seeketh not its own, is not provoked 
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. . . rejoiceth with the truth ; beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Love 
never faileth." " . . . Now abideth faith, hope, love, 
these three ; but the greatest of these is love/* 




^ : ^ 



